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and able to defend. Our allies deserve
to know that we will be guided by
them, and so too, I believe, do the
American people.

I yield the floor.

——
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

———
MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to a period of morning business
until 4:20 p.m., with Senators per-
mitted to speak for up to 10 minutes
each, with the time equally divided be-
tween the two leaders or their des-
ignees.

The Senator from Alabama.

———

CONCERNS ABOUT RELEASE OF
GITMO DETAINEES

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I
thank Senator McCONNELL for his lead-
ership on the issue of securing the
peace and security of the United States
of America and the challenges we face
in this very difficult world. I am
pleased it was he who offered a resolu-
tion not long ago that passed 94 to 3 to
say that those terrorists we have in
Guantanamo should not be released
into the United States. It passed this
Senate 94 to 3.

So I was alarmed on Friday to see a
report in the Los Angeles Times by Ju-
lian Barnes, the first line of which said:

The Obama administration is preparing to
admit into the United States as many as
seven Chinese Muslims who have been im-
prisoned at Guantanamo Bay in the first re-
lease of any of the detainees into this coun-
try, according to current and former U.S. of-
ficials.

The Times report was followed by an
Associated Press story over the week-
end entitled ‘‘Holder Close to Making
Decision on Gitmo Detainees’’—Holder
being Attorney General Eric Holder—
which detailed an emerging plan to re-
lease a group of Uighurs held at Guan-
tanamo into the United States, pos-
s8ibly northern Virginia.

Three weeks ago, on April 2, 2009, I
wrote the Attorney General. I am a
member of the Judiciary Committee,
and I served in the Department of Jus-
tice for 15 years. I wrote Mr. Holder on
exactly this issue, to explain my con-
cerns about the serious national secu-
rity and legal issues raised by any pro-
posed release of Guantanamo detain-
ees. In my letter I explained that the 17
Uighur detainees currently held at
Guantanamo ‘‘received military train-
ing, including firearms training, in ter-
rorist camps in Afghanistan for poten-
tial terrorist actions against Chinese
interests.”

I further explained that Federal law,
specifically title 8 United States Code
section 1182(a)(3)(B), clearly prohibits
the admission of any alien—and they

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

are all aliens—who has engaged in var-
ious forms of terrorist activity or
training, including military type train-
ing “from or on behalf of any organiza-
tion that, at the time the training was
received, was a terrorist organization.”

The Uighurs at Guantanamo received
military training, including on AK-4T7s,
at camps run by the Eastern Turkistan
Islamic Movement, which has been des-
ignated as a terrorist organization by
both the United States and the United
Nations since 2002. Accordingly, under
the clear letter of Federal immigration
law, these detainees are not eligible for
admission into the United States. In
my letter I called upon the Attorney
General, whom I supported for that job
and have respect for, to explain ‘“what
legal authority, if any, you believe the
administration has to admit into the
United States Uighurs and/or any other
detainee who participated in terrorist-
related activities covered by Section
1182(a)(3)(B) [of the federal immigra-
tion law].”” He has not responded in any
way. I am a member of the Judiciary
Committee. That was a respectful and
proper request I made. I have not heard
from him at all. Yet we are reading in
the paper that there is a plan afoot to
allow this release.

The current stories in the Times and
the Associated Press suggest that the
administration is knowingly and will-
fully acting contrary to law and to the
will of Congress and doing so on a mat-
ter that is directly at odds with our
Government’s obligation to Kkeep
America’s communities safe from dan-
gerous terrorists and militants.

Let me say, the Attorney General has
a responsibility to uphold the law and
protect civil rights. But I would say
this, the primary responsibility of the
Attorney General of the United States
is to ensure that decent people who fol-
low the law are protected from crimi-
nals and terrorists and those who
would do them harm. If he is not the
one who is going to lead the effort to
protect us from those who would harm
us, who is? Sometimes I wonder what
they think their goal is.

So some will claim that the Uighurs
held at Guantanamo are not dangerous
because the courts and previous admin-
istrations agreed that these individuals
are not enemy combatants against the
United States. But this argument over-
looks the fact that the Uighurs aren’t
deemed enemy combatants against the
United States because the organization
they were affiliated with, the Eastern
Turkistan Islamic Movement, is not
closely associated enough with al-
Qaida or the Taliban to justify that de-
termination. But make no mistake
about it, these detainees are trained
militants with ties to a terrorist orga-
nization, albeit one targeting Chinese
interests rather than American inter-
ests. They should not be ushered into
American communities by this admin-
istration.

The Los Angeles Times story from
last week illustrates the danger these
detainees pose:

April 27, 2009

Not long after being granted access to TV,
some of the Uighurs were watching a soccer
game. When a woman with bare arms was
shown on the screen, one of the group
grabbed the television and threw it to the
ground, according to the officials.

According to the news story, the offi-
cials at Guantanamo had to censor the
TV shows and showed only pretaped
programs that wouldn’t offend the
Uighurs. If these detainees cannot han-
dle mere televised depictions of West-
ern culture without violent outbursts,
why are we releasing them into our
towns and communities? Even though
this seems like an obvious question,
this administration seems to have lit-
tle concern over it. Rather than sound-
ing alarm bells, the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence Dennis Blair pro-
posed releasing the detainees with
some form of welfare subsidy. In com-
ments in March, Admiral Blair agreed
that “‘[y]Jou can’t just put them on the
street.” But his solution was not to
continue detention or to release de-
tainees to their home countries or to
China, which wants them. Rather, he
said, “‘If we are to release them in the
United States, we need some sort of as-
sistance for them to start a new life.”

So this administration seems more
concerned about the welfare of the dan-
gerous militants, frankly, than it does
about the real safety concerns of the
American people and of the views of
the citizens of our country who, by
overwhelming polling data, oppose the
release of these Guantanamo inmates
into the country. According to an April
3, 2009 Rasmussen Reports survey, 75
percent of U.S. voters oppose the re-
lease of Guantanamo inmates into this
country. A similar number—74 per-
cent—oppose providing public assist-
ance to any Guantanamo detainees
who might be released.

So what is surprising about the re-
cent news reports about the possible
release of Guantanamo detainees is
that they come on the heels of another
announcement earlier last week which
made me think the Obama administra-
tion was coming to understand the
dangerous nature of the Eastern Turk-
ish Islamic Movement. This past Mon-
day, April 20, 2009, President Obama’s
Treasury Department issued a release
listing Abdul Haq as a designated ter-
rorist. This announcement, which fol-
lows on the heels of a similar an-
nouncement from the United Nations,
is significant for three key reasons, as
well as a fourth reason that relates di-
rectly to the Uighur detainees:

Abdul Haq is the leader of the East-
ern Turkistan Islamic Movement.

Abdul Haq was listed as a ringleader
in planned attacks on the Olympic
games in China.

Abdul Haq is listed as a member of a
council within al-Qaida. He is con-
nected to al-Qaida.

Perhaps most importantly, Abdul
Haq is directly tied to the Uighur de-
tainees held at Guantanamo Bay. Ac-
cording to a recent article by Thomas
Jocelyn, who published a series of ex-
cerpts from the Combatant Status Re-
view Tribunal proceedings for the
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